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Sunday, November i^th.

I corrected my article on E. Phillpotts, for his limited edition.
I think very little of this critical exercise : I hope it will help
to sell the edition ; but I doubt whether anything will over-
come the general public objection to peasants in fiction. This
was always strongly against Hardy's success too. If Phillpotts
had dealt with the bourgeois, he would have been accepted
as one of our leading psychologists. However, it doesn't matter,
anyway he has made the public accept two bucolic comedies
at once. Dorothy and I went out to meet Nurse and Virginia
in the Park and we did meet them, punctually, and walked
with them. Virginia was very wakeful and had a most mis-
chievous, even dangerous look. There will be trouble with that
child. Mrs. Belloc Lowndes, Dorothy Ma-ssingham, and the
Bertie Powyses all came for tea and to behold the baby, and
the baby behaved perfectly.

Monday, November
Duff Tayler and I lunched together and discussed his sick leg,
and the future of the Lyric, Hammersmith. He had an idea
for burlesquely producing one of the old melodramas, such as
"Sweeny Todd". So we walked at once to French's and
bought six old melodramas, of which we each took three. I
drove home, slept, and read "Sweeny Todd" and half of
"Black-eyed Susan". I decided "Sweeny" would do, but
" B.E. Susan " would not. Elizabeth L. came to early dinner,
and we took her to the first night of " The Would-be Gentle-
man " at the Lyric. This was rather less awful than I had
feared : but it was pretty amateurish, and the recommenda-
tions of Duff and myself had not been carried out with any
thoroughness. Anstey appeared, and looked charming, and
aged, and naif. He looked far younger at rehearsals. Dorothy
did not care for the production; nor did Tertia; Elizabeth
did; but Elizabeth is not discriminating.
Thursday, November i&th.
I was up earlier, and * pushing on ', so as to get a bit of think-
ing done on my novel, before I went to the rehearsal of " Ricey-
man Steps " at the Ambassadors Theatre at 11. But I couldn't
dear up till 10.15. I meant to walk to the theatre; but it
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